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From the Principal’s Desk: 

Dear Parent/Guardian, 
 
As I write this newsletter article we are in the midst of Catholic Schools Week 2009. The theme this year is Celebrate Service in 
Our Catholic Schools. The theme is one that has been and continues to be a part of the fabric of Catholic Central High School. It 
has been gratifying for me to reflect and talk with many about the countless ways that our students, staff, and parents serve others. 
St. Theresa of Avila said that “Christ has no body on earth but ours, no hands but ours, no feet but ours. Ours are the eyes through 
which the compassion of Christ looks out upon the world, ours are the feet with which he goes about doing good, ours are the hands 
with which he blesses his people." I believe that this quote summarizes the attitude that our school community takes in reaching out 
to help others in our world and doing Christ’s work on earth. 

 

In recognition of the continuous effort to provide excellence in education in the Catholic tradition, Catholic Central High School was 
again named on the National Catholic Honor Roll as one of the top 50 Catholic high schools in the United States. Catholic Central 
is one of only seven schools in the country that has been given this recognition for the five years that the award has been in exis-
tence. The award ranks Catholic high schools across the United States in the areas of Catholic Identity, Academic Excellence, and 
Civic Education. I have enclosed a congratulatory letter from Father Ronald Nuzzi, who is the Director of the Alliance for Catholic 
Education at the University of Notre Dame. As parents you should share in this recognition because you are a major part of who we 
are as a school. 

I want to congratulate and recognize some outstanding accomplishments from students in the Catholic Central science depart-
ment. First of all Mary Nguyen was recently named a Semifinalist in Intel’s 68th annual Science Talent Search. Mary was recognized 
through her efforts in the CC Research Class and the submission of her research project. She has worked on developing a laser based 
system that integrates images from five different telescopes located around the world! Mr. Andy Moore was also recognized by the 
Intel Science Talent Search committee as a Teacher of Merit. Catholic Central was one of only 174 schools in the United States and 2 
overseas from which a student was named a semi-finalist. 

 

In addition the engineering students at Catholic Central have made it to the national finals for the engineering design competition 
sponsored by the Junior Engineering Technical Society (JETS).  The students are one of five finalists out of 28 semi-finalists and 
over one hundred entries across the United States.  You can watch their semi-finalist video at:  

http://www.jets.org/programs/nedc/semifinals/index.cfm 

A special thanks to Mr. Martin for making this possible!  And congratulations to Mrs. Jeanine Gasper and the team: Ann Schumar, 
Nick Rudell, Nick Lannes, Kevin Greene, Joe Gorman, Jen Zarzecki, Madalyn Esch, Anthony Tross, Dan Klimas and Seth Hol-
ton. The team will be traveling to Washington D.C. to compete in the national finals! 

 

As families plan for next year, the PSAS tuition assistance forms will be available in the school office during the first week of Febru-
ary. The CSS is also changing the process for the Minority Scholarship Program for incoming students these academic scholarships 
will no longer be full-tuition but will be based on a family’s ability to pay. To find out more you can go to the admissions link on the 
CSS website http://www.grcss.org 

 

In closing I want to personally invite all of you to join us for what promises to be another outstanding evening at the Big Blue Auc-
tion Party. Please check out the enclosed information in this newsletter to get more details on the auction and make sure to mark 
your calendars for March 14th to attend the auction. 

Thanks for your continuous support and prayers, 

Steve Passinault 



 

 

Principal’s Desk Continued 
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From the Guidance Office 
Please mark your calendar with the following Guidance events: 

 

REGISTRATION 

Week of February 2- Registration Packet distribution for 2009-10 10th /11th /12th grades 

Week of February 9- Begin registration meetings w/ counselors; completed packets due 

 

2009-10 Curriculum Guide - www.grcatholiccentral.com 

We ask that you review this on-line guide and your student’s choices for elective courses carefully, taking into ac-
count your student’s past academic achievements, goals for post-secondary education, and areas of interest.  For 
most courses, teacher or departmental approval is required.  Parent signature will also be required on the course 

selection form, and your student will meet with his or her counselor to finalize choices. 

 

June 2009- Final course placement reviewed 

 

Our master schedule and staffing needs are based upon student course placements and selections, we cannot 
stress enough the importance of making these choices wisely, including alternate choices.  We will not be able to 
accommodate requests for schedule changes in the fall or spring semesters unless there is a schedule conflict.  
Students are not permitted to drop a course once the semester has begun.  Students need to be aware of the de-
mands of the higher level courses and be willing to make a year-long commitment to these classes.  Catholic Cen-
tral is rightfully proud of its academic reputation, and we intend to challenge our students in order to insure their 

solid preparation for college. 

 

If you have questions regarding course selections, please do not hesitate to email the guidance counselor who 

works with your student. 

 

STANDARDIZED TESTING for Juniors 

March 10, 11 & 12- ACT/MME registration & testing for all 11th grade students 

It is most important that your student be in attendance all three days.  For those interested, ACT preparation 

workshops are available.  Please check daily announcements online or Infinite Campus for further details. 

 

June 13- ACT @ Catholic Central 

 

SENIORS who have earned the Michigan Merit Award (scholarship money distributed the first two years of college) 
will receive a letter from the State of Michigan asking about the student’s college choice.  The Merit Award money 

will be sent directly to the college. 

 

CC Community Rosary—Open Invitation:                             
 
Please join us as we pray the Rosary with devotional prayers for the spiritual and 
academic growth of all students, teachers, administrators, staff, coaches, alumni 
and CC families.  We meet in the CC Chapel from 12:10 pm—12:40 pm. On Febru-
ary 4, 2009 and March 4th, 2009. 



 

 

Athletics 
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As we begin to wrap-up the regular season contests, and enter the MHSAA Winter Tournament season, 
check the schedules and go to a contest to support our Cougars.  We have great kids and coaches working 
hard together to meet their goals. 

 

Think Spring!  Sign-up for Spring sports will be February 19 during lunch periods at school.  Announce-
ments will be made.  Practices begin on March 9.  Your student must have a physical exam, dated since 
April 15, 2008, on file in the athletic office before they can participate in tryouts or practice. 

 

Summer Planning:  Catholic Central coaches will not schedule any athletic activity from June 28 to July 5, 
2009.  No conditioning drills, no camps, no open gym—nothing!  Facilities are closed.     

 

Athletic schedules are available at www.grcatholiccentral.com.  Go to “Sports”, then “schedule”.  Informa-
tion regarding MHSAA state tournaments is available at www.mhsaa.com.   Take advantage of these infor-
mation sources. 

 

The CAT Fieldhouse has been up and running for a complete year now.  All of our athletic teams are taking 
full advantage of this superb facility.  We are hoping to continue to provide our students with the premier 
athletic facilities in the state of Michigan as well as the country.   

 
Participating in our new conference, Ottawa-Kent (OK) Gold Division is well underway.  Gold Division 
schools are: CC, Forest Hills Eastern, Ottawa Hills, South Christian, Wayland, Caledonia, Middleville, and 
Hastings.  As we move forward with the many new challenges ahead we will be putting our 2009-2010 
schedules on our website in the coming weeks. 

 

Undue Influence: In these days of “schools of choice”, Charter Schools, and Home Schools we ask each 
member of community to be aware of the issue of “undue influence” regarding student-athletes.  The Michi-
gan High School Athletic Association (MHSAA) Handbook, Rule 1, Section 10, states: 

 “The use of undue influence for athletic purposes by any person or persons, directly or indirectly as-
sociated with the school, to secure or encourage the attendance of a student, or the student’s parents/
guardians as residents of the district, shall cause the student to be ineligible …for a maximum of one year.”  
The school and/or coach can also be punished. 

If you believe a student or family is interested in Catholic Central, please direct them to the Principal’s Office 
or the Guidance Office.  Do not contact a Catholic Central coach, and by no means may you suggest or offer 
any incentive to a student or family. 

 

Thank you to all the students and parents who have contributed to an atmosphere of “Good Sportsmanship” 
at our contests.  As Cougars, we understand that the value of interscholastic athletics lies in preparing our 
students for a positive role in their Faith and their Community.  Thanks to Senior students Sam Needham 
and others who organized the Blue Crew for winter contests and have helped keep a “civil” sideline. Good 
Sportsmanship includes loud and boisterous cheering for our team.  Banners, posters, etc., in good taste, 
are welcome at our events.  Sportsmanship does not include disrespect toward officials or opponents. 

 

Thank you for your continued support.  Help us challenge and expand the Spirit, Mind, and Body of our 
youth. 
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Campus Ministry 
 

Each year we end the month of January with Catholic Schools Week.  This year’s theme was We Celebrate 
Service in Our Catholic Schools.   On Monday we celebrated the Service of Prayer, participating in prayer 
throughout the day.  We prayed as a school for others in our community, nation and world.  Tuesday we 
celebrated the Vocation of Teaching and acknowledged the service of our teachers.  On Wednesday we had 
our Catholic Schools Week Mass, where we commissioned our liturgical ministers and celebrated the service 
in our Church.  Fr. Tom Tavella, CSP from the Cathedral was our celebrant.  Thursday was celebrate the gift 
of Artistic Service and we gathered for our Fine Arts Assembly.  Over 400 of our students participate in the 
arts and it is wonderful to experience their gifts.  We finish the week on Friday by celebrating the Service of 
our Students, recognizing the gifts of our students.  We acknowledge their service and congratulate them for 
it. 

Ash Wednesday and the beginning of Lent is February 25. 

 

Our all-school Lenten project will be raising money for and learning about the work of the H2O Challenge.  
More information will come home with your student, but we are going to increase awareness of the need for 
clean water around the world and a way for all of us to work together during Lent to sacrifice and bring clean 
water to others.  It is a very exciting and concrete way to make a difference. 

 

We will offer our All School Lenten Reconciliation Service on March 24, students will have the opportunity 
for individual confession on March 25 through Religion classes, Stations of the Cross will be on April 13 and 
we will celebrate Easter on Easter Thursday, April 16. 

 

I hope you will find time to observe the season of Lent with your families – I will pray for the grace of God to 
enrich the lives of everyone in the Catholic Central community.  God Bless. 

 

Children of Eden, which is based on the Old Testament, 
translates the first nine chapters of the Book of Genesis into 
a joyous and enchanting family musical for the 21st century.  
The show traces Adam and Eve's adventures as the first 
couple to face the delights and heartbreaks of parenthood 
and journeys with Noah as he valiantly sails his ark into the 
unknown.  The musical reminds us that the oldest tales are 
also the most deeply connected to our everyday lives as 
children and parents and searchers for truth. 

Catholic Central will be offering this production on March 18-
21, 2009.  Tickets will go on sale beginning March 9th and 
can be purchased by calling the Circle Theatre box office at 
456-6656.  Mark the date and plan on enjoying CC's produc-
tion of the highly acclaimed musical Children of Eden. 

Children of Eden 
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WE CARE February/March Newsletter 
 

In keeping with the tradition of WE CARE (your parent organization), we would like to remind Parents and students of a few things 
before Sno-Shuffle.  

 

WE CARE supports safe social situations for CC students. We encourage students to demonstrate respect for each other by remind-
ing their peers of appropriate behavior, including avoiding illegal substances such as alcohol, and returning dates to their homes at 
respectful times. All of us want our students to have a great time. Let us pray for a safe and fun-filled evening. 

 

Experience tells us that when parents know each other it keeps our kids safer. Coming up, on March 28, is a Sophomore Parent 
Party “March Madness”, and on April 17 the Freshmen Parent Party. Save these dates.  This is an excellent way to meet parents 
of your teen’s friends.  It is also a good way to catch up with parents you already know. Watch for more information coming soon.  

 

Junior Parents! If you would like to be involved in the planning process for the 2010 Senior All Night Party, there will be an organ-
izational meeting on April 22 at 7 PM in the Cafeteria.  This may be your only chance to be on the steering committee.    

 

March 25 is the date of our third presentation in our Parent Speaker Series. The next topic is on Bullying and Cyber Bullying. It will 
be at 7 PM in the Catholic Central cafeteria. Bullying occurs when a person is picked on again and again by an individual or group 
with more power, in terms of either physical strength or social standing. 

 

Two of the main reasons people are targeted for bullying are because of physical appearance and lack of social status. Bul-

lies pick on the people they think do not fit in, maybe because of how they look, how they act (for example, kids who are 

shy and withdrawn), their race or religion. 

 

The National Crime Prevention Council criterion of what constitutes cyber-bullying is "when the Internet, cell phones, or other devices 
are used to send or post text or images intended to hurt or embarrass another person. The National Crime Prevention Council also 

reports cyber-bullying is a problem that affects almost half of all American teens. 

 

In September 2006, ABC News reported on a survey prepared by I-Safe.Org. This 2004 survey of 1,500 students between grades 4-8 
reported: 

42% of kids have been bullied while online. One in four have had it happen more than once.  

35% of kids have been threatened online. Nearly one in five have had it happen more than once.  

21% of kids have received mean or threatening e-mails or other messages.  

58% of kids admit someone has said mean or hurtful things to them online. More than four out of ten say it has happened more 
than once.  

58% have not told their parents or an adult about something mean or hurtful that happened to them online.  

 

Please join us for this very important topic. 

 

Mark your calendars…Bullying and Cyber Bullying, March 25, 7:00PM, CC Cafeteria. 

 

Thank You, Russ Armock-President, We Care 

We Care News 
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Catholic Education Tuition Assistance Program 
Timeline 

2008/2009 
 

February 1, 2008 
 
 Distribution of PSAS forms begins at schools and parishes in the      
 Diocese.  The PSAS forms will be available in English and Spanish. 
 
March 14, 2008 
 
 Completed PSAS forms with appropriate documentation from families 
 must be postmarked no later than this date and sent to the PSAS        
 offices. 
 
May 15, 2008 
 
 By this date, PSAS will notify all schools of the tuition assistance 
 awards granted to students/families in their parish/school.  Parents will 
 be notified of the status of their application—award or no award. 
 

The Brian Bush Award 

 

Enclosed in this newsletter, you will find a nomination form for the Brian Bush Award. 

 

Every year, Catholic Central, with the support of Mr. & Mrs. Michael Bush, offers The Brian Bush Award to a 
member of the Freshman Class.  This award is given annually to a freshman that exemplifies high Christian 
ideals, has experienced positive academic growth, sees Christ in others and appreciates family.  This award 
was instituted for the 1989-90 school year in memory of Brian Bush, who passed away in 1989 during his 
freshman year. 

 

This award is considered an honor to those who receive it because it recognizes those characteristics that 
Brian lived by during his time here at Catholic Central.. 

 

If you would like to nominate someone from the Freshman Class (Class of 2012), please use the enclosed 
form and return it to Catholic Central by Friday, March 13, 2008.  A committee of freshman teachers will 
review all nominations and choose the winner who will be announced at the Honors Convocation in May. 
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CATHOLIC CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL 
 

Brian Bush Life Award 
Nomination Form 

 
Criteria: 
 

1. The student must be in ninth grade and registered for the tenth grade. 

2. The student is to have given service to the Catholic Central community, the Grand Rapids community or 

both. 

3. It is expected that this student would exemplify the highest of Christian ideals.  A gentleness of spirit, an 

understanding that all people are children of God will be evident in this student’s approach to other people. 

4. The student will show positive academic growth in his/her freshman year.  The student does not have to 

maintain a high grade point average but rather shows continued improvements in his/her work throughout the 
school year. 

5. An enthusiasm for life should be evident in this student’s attitude and manner.  An understanding of 

Christ’s existence in each of us influences this person’s approach to others. 
A genuine appreciation for family should come through in this student’s life.  Knowing and understanding the 
necessity of family support is essential here.  The student should evidence this in his/her activities and priori-
ties. 
 
 
I nominate         for the BRIAN BUSH LIFE AWARD. 
 
 
My reasons for this nomination are: 
 
               
 
               
 
               
 
               
 
               
 
               
 
 
In my opinion       is a worthy candidate for consideration. 
 
 
            
 Signature       Date 
 

PLEASE CHECK ONE: 
 STUDENT TEACHER PARENT PRIEST/MINISTER FAMILY FRIEND 
 

Please return to the Catholic Central MAIN OFFICE by Friday, March 13th 
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FEBRUARY 2009 

 

Parents of the Class of 2009,  

 

A few reminders about the All Night Party being planned for our sons and daughters: 

 

Plans are well underway for the party that will be held immediately following graduation on May 19! 

 

Important forms 

If you haven’t submitted the forms and $75 fee for your son or daughter to attend, please contact Bill or Amy DeWitt at 616-534-8398 or 
bakldewitt@hotmail.com.  

 

Spring Garage Sale to raise money for the party! 

Start cleaning out those closets and saving those items for our class garage sale to be held on April 24 and 25, taking place at the home of the 
Berlin Family. Many volunteers and items will be needed. Contact Mary Beth Underhill at underhill5726@abcglobal.net or 616.538.2068 if you have 
items to donate or want to help out! ANYONE IS WELCOME TO DONATE ITEMS TO THE GARAGE SALE – NOT JUST PARENTS OF SENIORS! SPREAD 
THE WORD! ASK YOUR FRIENDS AND FAMILY!  

 

Donations 

FINANCIAL - Could you – or your company – possibly send a cash donation to help us meet our budget and also to help out students who will 
need financial assistance with attending the All Night Party? Tax-deductible donations can be mailed to Matt & Mary Beth Underhill, 5726 Bethanne 
Dr SW, Grandville, MI  49418. Please make checks payable to “CCHS Class of 2009.” 

 

FOOD/POP/WATER/JUICE - If you can donate food or beverages for the party, please contact Lisa or Tim Kernosky at dearmrsk@yahoo.com or 
616.534.0799. 

 

We want your photos!! 

Start collecting your favorite photos of your son’s or daughter’s years at Catholic Central for a DVD we’re creating. The DVD will be shown during 
the Senior All Night Party on May 19. We’re looking for about 10 photos per student. Digital photos on CD preferred. Mail to: Gretchen Tierney, 
2910 Alger SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49546. 

 

THANKS!! 

 

- The All Night Party Planning Committee 

CLASS OF 2009 
SENIOR ALL NIGHT PARTY! 


